
Hi and a happy new year to you all
 
I don’t know whether as we get older time seems to pass more 
quickly, but wow here we are in 2017. It seems like 2 weeks ago, 
we were celebrating the start of a new millennium and now 16 years 
have passed. Children grown up, grandchildren born, how time 
flies. The one thing that I have noticed over the last 16 years is that 
our community spirit is still strong and I would go as far to say that it 
is growing stronger by the year and long may it do so.
Anyway a quick recap of December 2016’s events.
 
Christmas fayre & lantern workshop
What a tremendous afternoon. With over 20 crafts stalls present, a 
lantern workshop and Santa in his grotto, a wonderful busy 
afternoon raised over £1400 towards Christmas lights for the 
community next year, and many colourful and imaginative lanterns 
were made (see photo). My thanks to all those involved  
( too numerous to mention but a special thanks to John Thomas 
assisted by Martin Linney who spent over 15 hours putting up the 
lights on the ceiling of the Miners Welfare Hall).
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The lantern parade (Friday 16th December)
The parade itself didn’t occur until after I wrote this article so I hope 
it was a great success and that many people joined in for the walk 
from our 3 primary schools to the Miner’s Welfare Hall for a well-
deserved bowl of soup (or hot chocolate) and joined in the singing 
of carols and Christmas songs. Again my thanks to all the 
volunteers who marshalled the event and help serve the soup etc.
 
Christmas lights
The community looks magnificent this year with more businesses 
than ever consenting to have lights and trees outside their 
premises. We have also managed to have 6 more pairs of winter 
baskets with icicle lights in place and 7 more motifs on lampposts, 
plus each school has added an extra £500 worth of lights to their 
displays. Brynna school has also met the cost of erecting one of the 
large ‘Merry Christmas’ motifs on to the front of the school, whilst 
the other has found a home in the Miners Welfare Hall. All this with 
the magnificent displays that people have put up around their 
homes made our community a wonderful winter wonderland.
 
Community Council Christmas dinners
There were 2 dinners held, one for the elderly residents of 
Llanharan, Bryncae & Ynysmaerdy and the other for the elderly 
residents of Brynna. Both dinners were well attended with over 200 
people in attendance in total. Children from Llanharan primary 
school and Brynna primary school provided the entertainment at 
each dinner respectively. Their enthusiasm and sheer joy was an 
absolute delight. My thanks to both head teachers for allowing the 
children to be present.
 

Grants
I have also been very busy presenting, on behalf of the Community 
Council, the grant cheques to the following organisations: 



Llanharan Rainbows

Brynna Junior Football Club.
 

Moving along to current events
 
Community and Infrastructure group (CIG)
The group will meet again on 9th January 2017.
I would be grateful if all the young people who attended the October 
meeting would also attend this meeting so that we can formulate plans 
with you to move your ideas forward.
Bus Shelters
A new bus shelter has been ordered to be placed at the bus stop 
opposite the entrance to Parc Bryn Derwen on Llanharry Road in the 
direction of Llanharry. The CIG group has been charged by the Council 
to identify bus stops that would benefit from a shelter and is now actively 
considering a priority list.
Litter
The first litter pick will be on the 4th February 2017 9:30 for10:00 am 
start, at Jubilee Street and the black path to the railway station. We have 
also had interest from the Scouts and the Brownies in joining this 
venture.



Open Spaces 
The group will visit several known open spaces on 7th January. There 
has been consultation with the Wildlife Trust on how to engage with the 
immediate neighbourhood to bring forward a neighbourhood led 
solution.
Llanharan medical facilities
The joint working group between the two health boards Cwm Taf and 
ABMU is now up and running. If you have any complaints about the 
service you receive, and live in Llanharan, Bryncae and Brynna then 
contact Cwm Taf Community Health Council, Unit 10 Maritime Offices 
Woodland Terrace, Pontypridd CF37 1DZ. Tel: 01443 405830, who are 
the official patient representatives for this area and also copy Dr. Chris 
Jones Chair of Cwm Taf Health Board -  Unit 3, Navigation Park, 
Abercynon CF45 4SN Tel: 01443 744800. Cwm Taf Health Board is the 
body responsible for providing primary care facilities in this area.
Llanharan Bypass
There is no movement on the situation, but looking into my crystal ball I 
see that the mist is clearing.
 
Llanharan welfare field – car parking
The final draft of the consultant’s feasibility study has been received by 
the trustees of LRGT. They will be considering it at their next meeting in 
January. Any observations will be passed to the Community Council and 
RCT.
 
The Black Path – Jubilee St. to the railway station
The Community Council at its November meeting gave the go ahead for 
the bridge to be replaced. However, having had only one realistic 
quotation, further quotations were sought within a set timeframe. After 
the elapse of the timeframe no other quotations came forth and 
therefore a local contractor has been appointed to replace the bridge. 
The work will commence in the very near future.
 
 
Monthly Reminders
Please keep your dogs off all the football and rugby pitches in the 
community and clean up after your dog wherever you are.
There are plenty of disposal bins around the Community so there is 
no excuse really. 
 



Also, please adhere to the parking waiting times outside the 
shops on the Square and other places. By going over the allowed 
time not only do you risk a fine but prevent other users who may 
need to park for a short period from doing so. These places are not 
all-day parking areas therefore please be considerate to your fellow 
car users!
 
Future Meetings
The next ordinary Council meeting will be on Thursday 19th 
January 2017 at Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall at 7:00pm.
 
A reminder that the Minutes of the Community Council and its 
committee’s meetings can be found at the office in the Drop-in 
Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the Community 
Council’s web site www.llanharancc.co.uk
Any compliments or complaints please contact me (07737 682633) 
or Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan Community Council 01443 
231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk
 
Finally: May I, on behalf of the Community Council wish you all a happy 
and prosperous New Year
or
‘May the best of your past years be the worst of the years to come!’
 
Cllr Chris Parker
Chairman of Llanharan Community Council
Tel: 01443 237243
Mobile: 07737 682633
Email: chris.parker@achievez.co.uk
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